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Rosh Pinah Writing Curriculum  Overview - Year 1  
(adapted from the HfL overview for writing)   

Sentence Structure and Punctuation 
 I can composes sentences orally, using a variety of grammatical structures e.g. simple, compound and  complex sentences  

 simple sentences - contains only one independent clause 
 compound sentences - contains at least two independent clauses 

 complex sentences - contains a subordinate clause and an independent clause  

  I can uses simple/single clause sentences (one main verb) to recount own experiences in writing 

  I can leaves spaces between words 

 I can uses a capital letter for names of  

 people 

 places 

 days of the week,  

 the personal pronoun ‘I’  

 I can punctuate most single-clause sentences with a capital letter and full stop 

 I can punctuate multi-clause sentences, which use the coordinating conjunction ‘and’, some of the time 

 I can use any other conjunction to  join 2 simple sentences, thoughts, ideas etc, e.g. but, so because, when     

 I can punctuate sentences using question marks or exclamation marks some of the time (50%) 

 I can write simple sentences using the correct word order to produce logical statements 

 I can remember and write down my own sentences a key phrase at a time, maintaining the sense most of the time 

 I can re-read what I have written to check it makes sense and attempt to edit for sense 

 I know the term singular and plural 

 

Text Organisation 
 I can produce my own ideas for writing 

 I can write my own version of a familiar story using a series of sentences to sequence events 

 I can sequence sentences to form short narratives 

 I can write simple texts (a paragraph or more) e.g. 

 lists 

 stories  
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 reports 

 recounts  

 I can write a story with a clear beginning, middle and ending 

 I can decide where stories are set 

 I can include good and bad characters 

 I can makes some choices of appropriate vocabulary 

 I can include story language and patterns, e.g. one day, suddenly, in the end… 

 I can assemble information on a subject from my own experience, e.g. recount, explanation … 

 I can uses time words to aid sequencing e.g. first, next, finally (to be formally introduced as adverbs to indicate time in year 3) 

 I can use ‘because’ to provide reasoning 

 I can use simple features correctly e.g.  

 greeting in a letter 

 numbers in a list… 

 I can say aloud, plan and develop imaginative ideas, e.g. magical wishes 

 I can list words and phrases to describe details of first hand experiences using my senses 

 I can use and continue a repeating pattern    

 

Effect On Audience 
 I can retell known stories 

 I can use appropriate vocabulary 

 I can use some adjectives 

 I can organise events by using  

 story language, 

 sentence patterns  

 sequencing words  e.g. then, next .. 

 I can re-tell/imitate familiar stories and recount events; including the main events in sequence 

 I can stay focused on who is in the event, where events take place and what happens in each event 

 I can discuss what I have written with the teacher and other pupils  

 I can write simple non-fiction text types linked to topics of interest/study or to personal experience, e.g. recount, explanation 

using the language of texts read as models for own writing 
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 I can maintain consistency in tense 

 I can maintain consistency in person 

 

Transcription - Handwriting Across a Range of Texts        
 I can sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and accurately 

 I can form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place i.e. middle or top with a flick on 

the end 

 I can form capital letters 

 I can form digits 0-9 

 I can distinguish between ascenders and descenders and other ‘between the line’ letters most of the time  

 I understands which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ 

 I can distinguish between similar looking letters 

 I can form all letters accurately (both upper and lower case) considering the size of the letters in relation to each other 

 

Transcription – Spelling Across a Range of Texts        
 I can name the letters of the alphabet individually and in order 

 I can spell all the words relating to the  Foundation Stage Curriculum 

 I can spells by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, including plausible attempts, 

spelling some correctly 

 I can spells correctly the first 100 HFW 

 I can spells most words relating to the Y1 curriculum which have been taught including 

 consonant digraphs and the sounds which they represent 

 vowel diagraphs and the sounds which they represent 

 words with adjacent consonants 

 rules which have been taught  

 I can spell most of the common exception words listed on page 55 in English Appendix 1 relating to the Year 1 curriculum e.g. 

they, here, come, friend …  

 I can use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same sound e.g. sun/son, be/bee 

 I can spell days of the week 

 I can use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns e.g. cats, boxes 
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 I can use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the singular marker for verbs e.g. runs, catches 

 I can add suffixes uses –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words e.g.  helping, helped, 

helper, eating, quicker, quickest 

 I can write from memory simple sentences dictated by my teacher that include words using the GPCs and common exception 

words taught so far  

 I can add the prefix un– to the beginning of a word and know the root word remains unaltered e.g unhappy, undo, unload, 

unfair, unlock 

 I can use phoneme-grapheme charts, word walls, alphabetically-ordered word-banks, personalised word-books, 

environmental print 

 

Uses the terminology outlined in the Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation appendix of the Programme of Study when discussing 

their reading:  letter (Reception ARE), capital letter, word (Reception ARE), singular, plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, 

exclamation mark 

 

 


