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Rosh Pinah Writing Curriculum  Overview - Year 3  
(adapted from the HfL overview for writing)   

Sentence Structure and Punctuation 
 I can use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech 

 I can use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the simple past e.g. ‘He has gone out to play’ contrasted with ‘He went 

out to play’  

 1 can use  

 single clause sentences accurately, e.g. He went to school on the bus 

 multi-clause sentences broadly accurately (using  coordinating conjunctions e.g. and, but, or  

 multi-clause sentences broadly accurately (using subordinating conjunctions e.g. until, since, even though, whenever  

 I can express time, place and cause using subordinating conjunctions, e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because 

(a subordinating conjunction is a connecting word or phrase that introduces a dependent clause) 

 I can express time, place and cause using adverbs, e.g. early, beforehand, outside, above, in as much, now that, since (an 

adverb is  a word or phrase that expresses how, when, how often, where and how much)    

 I can express time, place and cause using prepositions, e.g. before, after, during, in, because of, on, under (a preposition is 

always followed by a noun) 

 I can show some developing evidence of commas to mark grammatical boundaries within sentences 

 I can proof read and edit for spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors 

 I can use correct grammatical structures in sentences (nouns and verbs agree) 

 I can use pronouns appropriately to avoid the awkward repetition of nouns 

 I can use the forms a or an according to whether the next word begins with a consonant or a vowel e.g. a rock, an open box 

 I can use apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling. 

 I can use apostrophes to mark singular possession (eg: the girl’s name) 

 I can place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals, e.g. girls’, boys’ 

 

Text Organisation 
 I can produce work which is imaginative and structured clearly, e.g.  with a clear beginning, middle and ending  

 I can plan and writes stories based on my own experience using the structure (opening, dilemma/ conflict/ problem, resolution, 

ending), ending texts effectively  
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 I can use conventions for written dialogue to reveal detail about character/ relationship between characters/ move the narrative 

forward 

 I can include a structured sequence of events linked using conjunctions and adverbs  

 I am beginning to use paragraphs to organise ideas in sequence   

 I am beginning to use paragraphs to group similar ideas  

 I can link events using a wider range of phrases (conjunctions and adverbs) to sequence events (emerging use of adverbials to 

lay the ground for Year 4) 

 I can use either the 1
st 

or 3
rd 

person consistently 

 I can link and relate events, including past, present and future sensibly using subordination, adverbs and conjunctions, e.g. 

afterwards, before, also, after a while, eventually…. 

 I can write in a narrative form to the audience, e.g. provide information to describe characters, setting, plot and feelings 

 I can turn notes into sentences grouping information 

 I can turn notes into sentences grouping information, often moving from general to more specific detail 

 I can include the use of organisational devices to aid conciseness such as numbered lists or headings, based on notes from 

several sources 

 I can use headings and subheadings to aid presentation in non-fiction 

 I can use the features of poetic forms studied 

 haikus 

 tankas 

 kennings 

 I can use a range of chosen forms appropriately and consistently e.g. 

 play scripts   

 dialogue  

 story  

 formal letters  

 informal letters  

 diary entry  

 

Effect On Audience 
 I can use some detail in the description of setting or characters’ feelings or motives 

 I can write in a range of genres/ forms, taking account of different audiences and purposes 
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  play scripts   

 dialogue  

 story  

 formal letters  

 informal letters  

 diary entry  

 I can select and use formal and informal styles and vocabulary appropriate to the purpose/ reader 

 I am beginning to use figurative language including: 

 alliteration 

 onomatopoeia 

 similes 

 metaphors  

 personification 

 I can select vocabulary carefully for effect including technical vocab or words  

 I am attempting to adopt a viewpoint  

 I can ensure relevant details are included  

 I can show awareness of the reader in my own proof reading and editing 

 I can write with a developing a sense of pace (lively and interesting) 

 

Transcription - Handwriting Across a Range of Texts        
 I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters most of the time and I understand which letters, 

when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 I can  write consistently neat and  legibly by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant  

 I can  write consistently neat and  legibly by ensuring that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and 

descenders of letters do not touch  

 

Transcription – Spelling Across a Range of Texts        
 I can spell most words relating to the statements from previous Y2 correctly 

 I can spell some words relating to the Y3/4 curriculum statements and word lists correctly (page 65 NC English Appendix 1) 

 spell words with endings sounding like -sure, -ture, -sion   

 spell words endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian   
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 spell words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 

 spell words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in origin)  

 spell words ending with the /k/ sound spelt –que (French in origin)   

 spell words ending with the /g/ sound spelt –gue (French in origin)   

 spell words with the /s/ sound spelt sc (Latin in origin)   

 spell words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey     

 spell words using further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them    

 spell homophones (page 64 NC English Appendix 1) 

 words that are often misspelt (NC English Appendix 1) 

 I can independently use the first 1-2 letters of a word to locate it in a simple dictionary and makes some attempted use of 

thesauruses    

 

 

Uses the grammatical terminology when talking about their writing: preposition,  conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate 

clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter, vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’) 

 

 


