
 

 

Rosh Pinah Writing Curriculum  Overview - Year 6  
(adapted from the HfL overview for writing)   

Sentence Structure and Punctuation 
 I can vary the length and focus of sentences to express subtleties in meaning and focus on key ideas  

 I can use pronouns to avoid repetition where appropriate but uses repetition of the noun to aid clarity in complex texts 

  I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout my writing (EXS) 

 I can use a variety of ( grammatical structures)  simple, compound and complex sentences where appropriate according to the 

demands of the text type, including embedded subordinate clauses for economy of expression (EXS) 

 I can use conditional structures to persuade, e.g. using if…then, might, could, would in deduction, speculation, supposition  
 I can manipulate sentence subjects and objects and use passive constructions where appropriate, justifying why a passive 

construction is preferable to an active and vice versa (EXS) 

 I can use and distinguishes informal and formal structures in writing (e.g. question tags in informal passages: ‘He’s your friend, 

isn’t he?’ or the subjunctive mood for very formal texts: ‘If I were’ or ‘Were they to come’, or ‘I demand that Mrs Trent pay back the 

money immediately’)  

 I can use a full range of punctuation accurately: (EXS) 

 full stops to demarcate sentences 

 commas for clarity mostly correctly 

 apostrophes for omission 

 inverted commas mostly correctly  

 contracted forms in dialogue  

 ellipsis for omission or to suggest a shift in time, place, mood or subject  

 semi-colons,  

 colons 

 dashes  

 hyphens 

 parenthesis 

 I can use the range of punctuation taught at KS2 correctly and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning 

and avoid ambiguity (GDS) 

 I can use hyphens to avoid ambiguity (e.g. ‘ Are you ready to see a man eating shark’ versus ‘man-eating shark’) 

 I can proposes changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 



 I can proof read for spelling and punctuation  

Text Organisation 
 I can use paragraphs purposefully and creatively to clearly structure main ideas across the text, experimenting with order and 

length e.g. effective use of one-word paragraphs  

 I can use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and 

across paragraphs (EXS) 

 I can make some links across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices which may include:  

 signalling forwards or backwards (e.g. questions /statements to bridge: ‘It was at this point that Dr Barnardo decided he 

must take action and the next stage of his work began…’, ‘Dr Barnardo knew that providing children with an education…’)  

 confident use of a range of adverbials of time/ frequency and subordinating conjunctions to link, compare or contrast  

 ellipsis  

 repetition of a word or phrase  

 

Effect On Audience 
 write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use 

of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and persuasive writing (EXS) 

 I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what 

they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, characterisation, structure) (GDS) 

 I can maintain a clear focus when selecting content 
 I can plan quickly and effectively 

 I can make precise choices for  

 vocabulary 

 sentence length 

 sentence complexity  

 punctuation   

 I can move between standard and non-standard forms of English appropriately 

 I can in in narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere (EXS) 

 I can in narratives and poetry, create vivid imagery through expressive and figurative language consistent with 

mood/atmosphere and can develop these images throughout the narrative/poem e.g. a recurring motif  

 I can choose register appropriately and for effect and vary writing for interest (GDS) 
 formal/informal 
 personal/impersonal 



  I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and 

vocabulary to achieve this (GDS) 

 I can distinguish between the language of speech and writing  (GDS) 

 I can write well-structured openings and ensure that the ending relates convincingly to central plot  

 I can show flexibility in the use of narrative (e.g. ability to experiment with story opening - starting in the midst of circumstances or 

with snatches of dialogue or with narrator's synopsis)  

 I can integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action (EXS) 

 I can use modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility (EXS) 

 I can develops points of view and 'narrative voice' (e.g. asides to reader, comments on action, indication of character's thoughts 

and/or feelings, contrasts/balances viewpoints in discursive texts)  

 I can evaluates and edits own and others’ writing against specific criteria for audience and purpose 

 

Transcription - Handwriting Across a Range of Texts        
 I can maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed (EXS)   

 I can makes appropriate choices in presenting information on paper to organise information to aid understanding by using 

presentational features e.g: 

 bullet lists,  

 headings/subheadings,  

 diagrams, graphs, caption 

 I can makes appropriate choices in presenting information when using ICT to organise information to aid understanding by 

using presentational features e.g: 

  bullet lists,  

 headings/subheadings,  

 diagrams, graphs, caption 

 

Transcription – Spelling Across a Range of Texts        
 I can spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list* (EXS) 

 I can spell words featuring unstressed vowels for example, generally, original, poisonous, business 

 I can spell some words with ‘silent’ letters for example, knight, psalm, solemn 

 I can distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused 

 I can use use  knowledge of morphology (how words are formed) and etymology (origins of words) in spelling 

 I understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically  



 I can use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary (EXS)  

 I can use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary 

 I can use a thesaurus  

 

 

 
Uses the grammatical terminology when talking about own and other’s writing: subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, 

semi-colon, bullet points  
 

 

 
 

 


