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Assisting your child with 
developing strategies for Spelling

Rosh Pinah has developed a new Policy for teaching your child how 
to spell, closely following the recommended guidelines from
Barnet Authority.  We shall now be following a plan of specific
objectives which cover various letter strings and patterns,
which we will change on a fortnightly basis.  These objectives 
show progression from year to year, whilst still continually
providing opportunities for practising and revisiting previous words.

At the beginning of the year, your child was tested to show
understanding of letter sounds and patterns following a phonic
approach, as well as an ability to spell words that need to be learnt
and practised.  This test will be repeated at the start of every 
term and will change as your child moves up through the school.

Each week, your child will bring home a list of 10 spellings which 
he/she will keep at home for a fortnight.  The words selected will
follow particular letter strings or patterns and be given to your
child in accordance  with results from both the phonic and high
frequency word tests, as well as everyday spellings used in their own
written work.  Spelling sessions will be short and will take place 3
times a week for about 15 minutes.  These sessions will enable the 
pupils to practise in the form of games, worksheets and interactive
activities.  The final lesson will test them within a dictation, 
requiring the pupils to spell the word correctly in context.



Below are the procedures and guidelines with which we would like
your help in supporting your child in developing their ability in
learning how to spell.

• Discuss the word pattern and letter strings that your child
has brought home.  Ask them to explain to you how the pattern
is put together and talk about the mnemonic that the teacher
has introduced. e.g. ‘IGHT’ Incredible Giants Hate Tadpoles. –
Talk about the list of words and their meanings, as well as
identifying the common letter string running throughout.

• Go through some of the words on the list, asking your child to
explain their meanings – this should have been previously 
discussed in class, so will serve to reinforce them.  Ask your 
child to give you a sentence using the word in context.

• Encourage your child to have a go at spelling the word – both
verbally and in writing.  The important thing is to feel confident
about trying to spell a word using their knowledge of spelling
strategies.  If they make a mistake, encourage them to keep 
having a go, whilst reinforcing the letter string.  The pupils can
practise  these everyday and as they have 2 weeks to go over
these words, they will have plenty of time to practise them to
enable gradual development and reinforcement to be more 
deep-rooted and effective.  Perhaps focus on one or two words
per day according to the needs of your own child.  Discuss other
words with the same pattern or letter string so that they can
collect a variety of words and bring these into school.

• Keep all the words so that you can go over all the letter strings 
over the course of the year, so that the children can re-visit
and practise them regularly.



Activities to help create awareness and strengthen understanding:

• Use words in the environment to help support your child 
develop an awareness of words around them.  Point them out
in the newspaper, in books, on road signs as well as adverts!

• Make links between the meanings of the words and their 
spellings (e.g. sign, signal, signature)

• Find words within words (e.g. ‘a rat’ in separate).

• Encourage your child to use a dictionary as soon as they are
able to.

• Sound out words : break the word down into phonemes – the
smallest sounds (e.g. c-a-t, sh-e-ll) – where possible.

• Divide the word into syllables; say each syllable as they write
the word (e.g. re-mem-ber).

• Use the Look, say, cover, write, check stategy; look at the
word and say it out aloud, then cover it, write it and check to 
see if it is correct.  If not, highlight or underline the correct
part and repeat the process.

Many thanks and we look forward to developing our
pupils as confident, happy spellers,
who are interested and enthusiastic

in learning how to spell!


